
 
 
 

What is Grace for Vets? 

 
 

The mission of Grace For Vets, a non-
profit organization, is to honor those 
who have served or are currently 
serving their country. This international 
program unites the car wash industry 
each year on November 11. Whether 
observing Veterans Day, Armistice 
Day, or Remembrance Day; unite 
together as a whole, and provide 
FREE CAR WASHES to ALL veterans. 
 

Founded in 1998 by a single car wash 
operator, the program has grown from 
a handful of washes participating to 
2010’s record breaking year with 
participation: 

 From ALL 50 US states 

 Spreading internationally with first 
participating Canadian car wash 

 From over 500 wash companies 

 From over 1,200 wash locations 

 The exceeded the goal of washing 
over 100,000 vehicles 

 

Who Can Participate? 
Any type of wash can participate as 
long as they are giving free washes: 

 Hand Wash 

 Self-Serve 

 In-Bay Automatic 

 Express Tunnel 

 Full Service 
 

How to learn more? 
Visit online to learn more and register 
your car wash to participate.   

graceforvets.org 
 

Wash Select II now has 
Shell credit option. 

 
 
Unitec Electronics, now offers credit 
processing through the Shell Oil 
Network with the Wash Select II POS 
automatic payment system.  This 
interface is available to operators 
using the Verifone Topaz POS System 
and Sapphire controller. 
 
According to Unitec, business owners 
can decrease credit processing costs 
while extending the payment options 
available at the car wash. In addition to 
Shell, Unitec™s interface to the 
Sapphire controller is available to 
Operators processing through the First 
Data/Concord (Buypass) platform.   
 
The Shell interface is the latest 
addition to a growing number of credit 
processing options offered through the 
Wash Select II POS. Unitec also offers 
processing options for Mobil, Chevron, 
Sunoco and BP retailers using the 
Wash Select II and Wayne Nucleus 
POS system. 
 

 

For more information, contact your 
Mark VII sales rep listed below:  

 

Take Advantage of  
IRS Section 179 

IRS Tax Code Section 179 allows a 
business to deduct the full purchase 
price of financed or leased equipment, 
for the current tax year. The equipment 
must be placed into service between 
01/01/2011 and 12/31/2011. 
 

Leasing, as an option, allows you to 
take advantage of Section 179, while 
keeping cash and assets in-house.  
 

Sample Section 179 Calculation  
$100,000     Cost of Equipment  
$100,000     Section 179 Deduction 
$100,000     Total First Year Deduction 
$  35,000     Cash Savings on Purchase 
                    (assuming a 35% tax bracket) 

$  65,000     Lowered Equipment Cost   
                    after Tax Savings 
 

Please consult your tax advisor to determine 
the tax savings of acquiring equipment 

 

Choose from 3 Mark VII Automatics 

AquaJet XT 

 Basic Wash = 30 gallons of water 

 Basic Wash Time 2:57 

 Chemical usage 5 ounces 
 

TurboJet XT 

 Basic Wash = 22 gallons of water 

 Basic Wash Time 2:21 

 Chemical usage 2.2 ounces 
 

SoftWash XT 

 Basic Wash = 17 gallons of water 

 Basic Wash Time 2:06 

 Chemical usage 5 ounces 
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Below is a Do-It-Yourself checklist to inspect your doors and heaters.  Do this now before the temperatures start to fall. 
 

Not all car wash locations require automatic doors and heaters.  However, if you are located in one of those areas with consistently 
cold weather, then automatic doors and heaters will allow you to remain open when many other washes are forced to close. 
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